
Thursday, October 17, 2019  - Cipriani 42nd Street

Celebrating Home & Community Gala
HOUSING is HEALTH



Breaking Ground is pleased to honor Michael J. Dowling 
for his visionary leadership of New York’s nonprofit sector.

Michael Dowling has an unparalleled reputation globally as an innovative healthcare professional. Throughout his 
career, whether in government or at the helm of nationally prominent medical centers, Mr. Dowling has earned 

this reputation by prioritizing health equity for every strata of society, including the people Breaking Ground exists 
to serve. 

His focus at Northwell Health to assure that underserved New Yorkers have access to quality medical care, and his 
understanding of the importance of supportive housing to health has meaningfully advanced Breaking Ground’s 

mission. 

We applaud Michael Dowling for making such a             
consequential impact on our community.



Breaking Ground Applauds Vicki Been for her Extraordinary 
Dedication to Public Service

Vicki Been has been among the most effective champions of affordable housing in the United States 
whose professional activities have contributed immeasurably to the health, wellbeing and security of 

countless New Yorkers. 

Many of Breaking Ground’s buildings exist today because of Vicki’s advocacy at the highest level of 
academia and government to invest in permanent solutions to homelessness. The same can be said for 

our peer nonprofits across the five boroughs. 

Breaking Ground is extremely pleased to have this opportunity to publicly thank Vicki Been for all that 
she has done over the years to create a more humane and compassionate society.



To My Breaking Ground Colleagues

I cannot express how very fortunate I am to work beside such an outstanding group of nearly 
600 Breaking Grounders. Each and every day, I see the results of your deeply felt concern for 
New Yorkers who are in the toughest circumstances imaginable through radically improved 

lives, and I am constantly impressed by your abilities to assure that as many of these 
individuals and families can escape and avoid homelessness as possible. 

Your consistent professionalism along with expressions of selfless dedication to our cause are 
profoundly inspirational.

Brenda E. Rosen



The Board of Directors of Breaking Ground commends Brenda Rosen’s exemplary dedication 
to advancing our shared purpose of caring for the most vulnerable members of society. 

Extraordinary leadership is defined by a rare mix of qualities - seriousness of purpose, clarity of vision and 
strategic thinking - but also a commitment to assuring that colleagues at every level have the support 

that they need to fulfill a collective purpose. 

The most effective leadership requires caring for ones co-workers and a desire to nurture and support 
their capabilities. Brenda typifies all of these qualities. Breaking Ground has a distinctive reputation as 

being among the most impactful nonprofits in the homeless services sector because of Brenda’s 
competent management. 

The entire Breaking Ground board thanks her 
once again for providing such effective leadership. 



Brenda Rosen and Breaking Ground’s Governing Board express our 
heartfelt thanks to the entire Junior Board for your commitment to 

promoting our mission and reach. 

2019 has been an exceptional year of service delivery for our nonprofit to help among New York’s neediest 
residents secure lives of dignity and stability. 

Much of what we have been able to do - much of the aid and assistance we have given to homeless individuals -
results from your contributions of time, talent and philanthropy. Your energy and creativity in support of our cause 

are truly invaluable. 



Breaking Ground extends its warmest appreciation 
to this evening’s Investor Sponsors:

Lili Lynton & Michael Ryan 

The Lucretia Philanthropic Foundation

Monadnock Construction, Inc.

Wells Fargo
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Is Proud To Sponsor 
 

Breaking Ground’s 

Celebrating Home & Community Gala 
 
 

and we congratulate this year’s honorees 
 

Vicki Been 

Deputy Mayor For Housing And Economic Development, New York City 
 

And 
 

Michael J. Dowling 

President and CEO, Northwell Health 
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Breaking Ground extends its warmest appreciation 
to this evening’s Developer Sponsors:

BLDG Management Company, Inc.

David & Rona Picket

The Donald and Barbara Zucker Family Foundation

The Durst Organization

GPG Properties

Judith O. & Robert E. Rubin

Nicholas Tsang & Jane Van Cleef

Northwell Health
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Congratulations to Michael Dowling

A true visionary

The Donald and Barbara Zucker Family Foundation



DEVELOPER
Sponsor



DEVELOPER
Sponsor



DEVELOPER
Sponsor

“To the staff of Breaking Ground: thank you for your tireless 
efforts in helping to make New York into a safer and more 

equitable place for all. Your vital work is a living embodiment 
of the best principles of community stewardship and collective 

dignity. It should be an inspiration to us all."

Nicholas Tsang and Jane Van Cleef
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Breaking Ground extends its warmest appreciation 
to this evening’s Builder Sponsors:

Alliant Employee Benefits

Blackstone Mortgage Trust

Blue Sky Real Estate Services & Development

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP

Gotham Organization, Inc. 

Gretchen & Jamie Rubin

Jill & Michael Franco

JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Kellner Herlihy Getty & Friedman, LLP

Lalezarian Properties

May and Samuel Rudin Family Foundation, Inc.

North Shore Risk Management

The Related Companies

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Type A Projects

The University Financing Foundation, Inc.

Vornado Realty Trust
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KELLNER HERLIHY  
GETTY & FRIEDMAN, LLP 

Celebrates 

BREAKING GROUND 
on another year of  

creating innovative solutions for  
BUILDING Homes and  

RESTORING Communities. 

CELEBRATING  
HOME & COMMUNITY 

We are honored and proud to have represented  
Breaking Ground since its beginning. 

 
KELLNER HERLIHY GETTY & FRIEDMAN, LLP 

470 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, 7th FLOOR 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016 

Tel: 212-889-2821 
Fax: 212-684-6224 

Email: cah@khgflaw.com 

Providing Legal Representation in Litigation  

and Real Estate Matters. 
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          Congratulations to 

        Michael Dowling 

   and 

           Vicki Been 

On This Well Deserved Honor 
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Alan Wiener
All New York Title
Allied Universal

Alston & Bird
Annaly

Anne & Vincent Mai
Bank United

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft
Cannon, Heyman & Weiss, LLP

Capital One Bank
CBRE

CGA Capital
Chicago Title Insurance Company

Commonwealth Land Title Insurance Company 
COOKFOX Architects

Cornerstone Group Real Estate Services
Damianos Realty Group

Dataprise, Inc.
Eastdil Secured
Edmond Safra

Ennead Architects
Extell Development Company

Garage Management Company
The Georgetown Company

GFP Real Estate
Gilbane Building Company

Greenberg Traurig
Jones Lang LaSalle

Kara McShane & Hawley Chester
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP

Lendlease Corporation
The Leser Group

Macy’s and Bloomingdale’s
Madison Realty Capital

Mega Contracting Group
Mizuho Americas

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lerner
Nancy & Michael Lascher

Proskauer Rose LLP
Rialto Capital Management

RXR Realty
Sidley Austin LLP

Simone Healthcare Development
Starwood Property Trust

Stellar Management
Talisen Construction Corp.

TitleVest
Turner Construction Company

Urban Edge Properties
Waterstone Properties

Wexler Healthcare Properties

Breaking Ground extends its warmest appreciation 
to this evening’s Groundbreaker Sponsors:
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We make a living by what we get, 
but we make a life by what we give.

Winston Churchill

CGA Capital is honored to support Breaking Ground and its mission to 
break the cycle of homelessness by helping those in need get the homes 

they deserve!
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On behalf of Cornerstone Group we 

congratulate the distinguished honorees and 

salute Breaking Ground for the important 

and outstanding work that they do everyday 

for those who need it most.   

 

 
1384 Broadway, Suite 1904 New York, NY 10018  

212-768-1435  

 
 

 

Gary Curry 

 

&  

 

Stuart Polinsky 
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Congratulations and thank you to our honorees, 
Michael Dowling and Vicki Been.

Congratulations to Brenda Rosen and the entire Breaking Ground team 
as well as Gala co-chairs Michael Franco and Philip Silverman. Thank you 

all for your dedication, hard work, and service to this wonderful 
organization which makes a difference in our community every day. 

We are proud to support 
Breaking Ground’s commitment to ending homelessness. 

Thank you,

Kara McShane Chester
& Hawley Chester 
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rialto
(PLACEHOLDER)
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Argentic
AvalonBay Communities, Inc.
Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Bank of China
Center for Urban Community Services

Cohn Reznick LLP
Commonwealth Land Title Insurance Company

Credit Agricole
Douglaston Development
EW Howell Company LLC

Ewing Cole
First American Title Insurance Company

First Nationwide Title
Goldman Sachs & Co.

HDR
High Point Construction Group Corp.

Hirschen Singer & Epstein LLP
Ingram Yuzek Gainen Carroll & Bertolotti, LLP

M&T Bank
Morgan Stanley

Newmark Knight Frank
Nixon Peabody, LLP

Rialto Mortgage Finance, LLC
Robert A.M. Stern Architects, LLP

Roberts & Holland
Rosenberg & Estis, P.C.

SEBCO Laundry 
Skanska USA Building Inc.

The We’re Group
Trinity Wall Street

Breaking Ground extends its warmest appreciation 
to this evening’s Benefactor Sponsors:
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ABS Partners Real Estate, LLC
Aspro Plumbing Inc.

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP
Certilman Balin

Charter Realty & Development
Colliers International
Jack Resnick & Sons
Macro Consultants

Plaxall, Inc.
Prince Carpentry, Inc.

The Real Estate Board of New York
RFR Holding LLC

Richmond County Savings Foundation
Thomas Preti Events to Savor

WB Wood 
Wizard Studios

Worldwide Security Network

Abacus Group
AMS Risk Management & Consulting, Inc.

Avison Young 
Bernheimer Architecture

Bright Power
Dagher Engineering 

DeSimone Consulting Engineers
Magnusson Architecture and Planning PC

Margolin, Winer & Evens LLP
Pamela & Brian McCormack

Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP

Breaking Ground extends its warmest appreciation 
to this evening’s Supporter Sponsors:
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Brian & Pamela McCormack  

 

are proud to support  

 

the important work of Breaking Ground  

 

and 

 

 congratulate tonight’s honorees 

 

Michael J. Dowling and Vicki Been 
 

 

 

Brian & Pamela McCormack  

 

are proud to support  

 

the important work of Breaking Ground  

 

and 

 

 congratulate tonight’s honorees 

 

Michael J. Dowling and Vicki Been 
 



BerlinRosen Public Affairs Public Relations

The Bronzery Honoree Awards

Cipriani 42nd Street Venue

Gemiliano Pili Graphic Design

Givergy Pledge Technology

MetPhoto, Inc. Printing

Michael Priest Photography Photography

Star Group Productions Audio, Visual, Lighting and Staging

SWOOP Floral Design & Décor

Acoustic Soul Music

by On the Move Entertainment 

And a big thank you to our volunteers!

Breaking Ground extends a very special thank you 
to this evening’s production team and partners:



BREAKINGGROUND.ORG


