Hello everyone.
Welcome to my passion project for the last two years. Census 2020! I have been meeting with community groups and Census officials since early
2019 to try to find a way to ensure that our clients will be counted in this year’s census. Participation in the Census is integral to make sure that the
communities we serve are represented and receive needed resources. It will impact resources such as school and hospitals, sanitation and police,
even representation in Congress and the State Legislature. And by recording our clients who are undomiciled as part of the Census, the federal
government will get a clear picture of just how many people are in need of services such as the ones we provide.
I’m hoping we can start making the Census part of our daily outreach efforts. I asked the DIC to do a test run (thank you, Mark and Stephanie and
Kathleen) and you are able to respond to the Census without a permanent address. Domiciled folks were sent a Census notice in the mail with a
unique Census ID that is connected to their address. But if a person didn’t receive this, for whatever reason, they can fill out the Census form without
the code.
And please note, there was a lot of talk last year about the federal government including a question about immigration status/citizenship. This question
was found unconstitutional and is not included in the Census. Everyone can fill this out regardless of their immigration status.
Step 1: Go to https://my2020census.gov/ and click on Start Questionnaire.
Step 2: The log-in page will come up and ask for a 12-digit Census ID. You would click on the “If you do not have a Census ID” link (see below).

Step 3: Click the button indicating that the client lived in “A U.S. state or the District of Columbia” as of April 1, 2020.
Step 4: Click the box that indicates “I do not have a street address.”

Step 5: It will then ask if your address is on a Rural Route. It is not. And then the next screen asks for information about where the person is staying.
You can fill out like the below, changing the borough accordingly and choosing a zip code near where the client is located.

And then next screen will ask for the client’s name and phone number. If the client doesn’t have a phone number, or would prefer not to give it, they
can use the BKN office number (718.360.8000). And they do not have to give their legal name if they do not want to. They can give a nickname
And then it will take you through the remaining questions about the person’s household and their personal demographics. The questions are minimally
invasive and do not take more than a couple of minutes to complete. There is an option to not answer question if the client isn’t comfortable answering
all of them.
Thank you in advance for your efforts to get our clients counted. It might feel like a small thing, but everyone being counted can make a world of
difference. Go forth and count!

