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RuthAnne Visnauskas is a leading force in the affordable housing 

industry nationwide. Whether through senior positions in philanthropy or 

government, RuthAnne’s tireless work ensures that New York has the 

strongest possible capabilities to expand housing resources for 

underserved individuals and families. Countless thousands of men, 

women and children have benefitted immeasurably from RuthAnne’s 

professional commitments. Thousands more will gain a safe, secure place 

to call home this year and in the coming years because of her pivotal role 

in promoting smart, compassionate public policy. 

Breaking Ground is extremely pleased to  
honor RuthAnne Visnauskas at the 2018 
Celebrating Home & Community gala  



Jeffrey Levine’s professional activities have made an indelible impact on 
both New York and on Breaking Ground’s core interest in addressing the 
most fundamental drivers of homelessness. He is a quintessential New 
York success story – exemplifying incredible industry, accomplishment 
and caring. Over his nearly four-decade career, he has established a 
leading urban development and property management business in New 
York City that has prioritized inclusive housing. His buildings stand out as 
community assets in the truest sense – sites of equitable opportunity 
where New Yorkers of all backgrounds can establish healthy, happy and 
productive lives.  

On behalf of Breaking Ground’s board and staff, 
we honor Jeffrey E. Levine for his contributions 
to the wellbeing of New York City  



2018 has been another year of extraordinary 
accomplishments at Breaking Ground. More direct services 
have been delivered to vulnerable individuals and more 
new supportive, affordable housing units have been 
advanced than at any time in the agency’s 28-year history. 
Both vitally important outcomes are thanks to the hard 
work and dedication of the nearly 600 Breaking Grounders 
who, day-in and day-out, pour heart and soul into our 
shared cause. The entire Breaking Ground board thanks 
this amazing team for their unwavering dedication to New 
York City and New Yorkers in need. 

Thank you Breaking Grounders  



Breaking Ground has a uniquely pivotal role in providing aid 
and assistance to New Yorkers who are in extremely difficult 
circumstances and the organization consistently delivers on 
its commitments. Our standard of excellence and record of 
reliability in alleviating suffering are a direct result of the 
principles and practices of our CEO, Brenda Rosen. We 
cannot overstate how much the Breaking Ground board 
appreciates Brenda’s outstanding leadership. 

The Board of Breaking Ground would 
like to thank Brenda Rosen for her 
outstanding leadership  



Breaking Ground extends its 
warmest appreciation to this evening’s 

Investor Sponsors: 

The Lucretia Philanthropic Foundation  

Michael Ryan & Lili Lynton 



David & Rona Picket 

Douglaston Development 

The Durst Organization 

Gretchen & Jamie Rubin 

Nicholas Tsang & Jane Van Cleef  

RFR 

Wells Fargo 

Breaking Ground extends its 
warmest appreciation to this evening’s 

Developer Sponsors: 
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W E  A R E  P R O U D  T O  S U P P O R T 

BREAKING GROUND 

Ce le br at in g  H o m e  & Co m m u n i t y  Gal a

R O N A  P I C K E T  |  D AV I D  P I C K E T

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  To 

JEFFREY LEVINE 

& 

RUTHANNE VISNAUSKAS

On T h i s  Wo n d e r f u l  H o n o r
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BREAKING GROUND
Celebrating Home & Community Gala

and would like to congratulate tonight’s honorees 

OUR VERY OWN
JEFFREY LEVINE

and

RUTHANNE VISNAUSKAS

douglastondevelopoment.com
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The Durst Organization  

is pleased to join 
Breaking Ground  

in honoring

Jeffrey E. Levine
RuthAnne Visnauskas
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“To the staff of Breaking Ground: thank you for 

your tireless efforts in helping to make New 

York into a safer and more equitable place for 

all. Your vital work is a living embodiment of 

the best principles of community stewardship 

and collective dignity. It should be an 

inspiration to us all." 

Nicholas Tsang and Jane Van Cleef 
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Celebrating an 
organization that  
makes a difference

wellsfargo.com/realestate

© 2018 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. PDS-1220231

Finding a purposeful way to assist one another, turning belief 
into action, and working toward this ideal — these are the 
driving forces that lift up humanity and make a difference, one 
person at a time.

Wells Fargo Business Banking supports the Breaking Ground 
Gala for its commitment to enriching our community.



Breaking Ground extends its 
warmest appreciation to this evening’s 

Builder Sponsors: 
Alliant Employee Benefits 

Capital One Bank 

Chase 

Cornerstone Group Real Estate Services 

Gotham Organization, Inc.  

Judith O. & Robert E. Rubin 

Kellner Herlihy Getty & Friedman, LLP 

Michael & Jill Franco 

Monadnock Construction, Inc. 

North Shore Risk Management 

Proskauer 

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 

Vornado Realty Trust 



B
u

ild
e

r
S

p
o

n
so

rs

Alliant is proud to support Breaking Ground in fostering 
supportive environments that enable homeless individuals 
to overcome complex challenges. Congratulations to 
tonight’s honorees, Jeffrey Levine and RuthAnne Visnauskas.

Alliant Employee Benefits is here to help you make a 
difference to your employees.

A support system 
means everything.

Camille Pucillo
(212) 603-0324

320 West 57th St. 
New York, NY 10019

AlliantBenefits.com
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W E  A R E  P R O U D  T O  S U P P O R T 

BREAKING GROUND 

Celebrat ing  Home & Communi ty  Gala

 J O E L  I. P I C K E T  |  D AV I D  L .  P I C K E T

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  To 

JEFFREY LEVINE 

& 

RUTHANNE VISNAUSKAS

On T h i s  Wo n d e r f u l  H o n o r
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Breaking Ground
and to its 2018 

honorees 
Jeffrey Levine 

And 
RuthAnne Visnauskas 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

www.moncon.com 
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is proud to support 
Breaking Ground 
on its annual Celebrating 
Home & Community Gala

and joins in honoring

Jeffrey Levine
Chairman of Douglaston Development 
Levine Builders and Clinton Management

and

RuthAnne Visnauskas
Commissioner and CEO 
New York State Homes and Community Renewal Proskauer.com  Proskauer Rose LLP | Attorney Advertising
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We are proud to support 

Breaking Ground 
and congratulate this year’s honorees 

Jeffrey E. Levine  
and 

RuthAnne Visnauskas
We would also like to acknowledge the 

significant contributions of 

Michael J. Franco

www.sullcrom.com
new york . washington, d.c. . los angeles . palo alto
london . paris . frankfurt . brussels
tokyo . hong kong . beijing . melbourne . sydney
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VORNADO REALTY TRUST

PROUDLY SUPPORTS

ON THEIR CONTINUED COMMITMENT TO THE  

COMMUNITIES IN WHICH WE WORK AND LIVE



Breaking Ground extends its 
warmest appreciation to this evening’s 

Groundbreaker Sponsors: 
All New York Title Agency 

Allied Universal Security Services  

Bank United, N.A. 

Blue Sky Real Estate 

Braunstein Turkish LLP; Burger King; 
The Green Turtle; Pella Windows and Doors; 

Qdoba; Realty Resource Capital  

Cannon Heyman & Weiss LLP  

CBRE 

Commonwealth Land Title Insurance Company 

COOKFOX Architects  

Crown Acquisitions 

Dataprise Inc. 

Eastdil Secured 

Edmond Safra 

Extell Development Company 

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP 

GFP Real Estate 

Glenwood 

Greenberg Traurig, LLP  

JLL 

Kara McShane Chester & Hawley Chester 

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP 

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP 

Macy’s and Bloomingdale’s 

Madison Realty Capital 

Mega Contracting Group, LLC  

Mizuho Americas 

Morgan Stanley 

Nixon Peabody 

Normandy Real Estate Partners 

Premier Group 

Scott and Debby Rechler                       
Save The Starfish Foundation 

Urban Edge Properties 
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Allied Universal Security Services is Proud to 
be the Security Partner for Breaking Ground

And a GroundBreaker Sponsor 
for Tonight’s Gala
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We salute this year’s honorees

Jeffrey E. Levine and RuthAnne Visnauskas

Bankunited is proud to support

Breaking Ground
for your humanitarian efforts to help those in our community.

Blue Sky Real Estate Services & Development congratulates  

the honorees, Jeffrey E. Levine and RuthAnne Visnauskas,  

and the dedicated team of leaders and supporters of  

Breaking Ground for your tireless efforts in creating and  

maintaining homes and services to support better lives for  

the most vulnerable members of our community.  We are  

proud to be a part of this incredible organization. 
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CBRE proudly supports Breaking Ground’s 
invaluable, life-saving work bringing 
New Yorkers home. We join in celebrating 
all of the honorees.

cbre.us

A LASTING 
HOME.

How can you

simplify closing?

Cathy Quinn
685 3rd Ave., 20th Floor
New York, NY 10017
O. 212.973.4808  |  M. 917-501-2333  
E. CQuinn@CLTIC.com
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70 Charlton

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE BREAKING GROUND HONOREES

RUTHANNE VISNAUSKAS

JEFFREY LEVINE

EVGB 555 Ten
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Fried Frank is proud to support

BREAKING GROUND
and joins in honoring

JEFFREY E. LEVINE and RUTHANNE VISNAUSKAS

New York | Washington, DC | London | Frankfurt

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP  |  friedfrank.com
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As a business, we strive to make a difference for our clients—every day. 
As a culture, we commit to making a difference for our communities—
every day. We know that a strong corporate culture goes hand in hand 
with a commitment to giving back. It’s that commitment that goes a 
long way in helping our local organizations achieve ambitions.

JLL joins Breaking Ground in honoring Jeffrey E. Levine 
and RuthAnne Visnauskas.

jll.com

Jones Lang LaSalle Americas, Inc.
Jones Lang LaSalle Brokerage, Inc.
© 2018 Jones Lang LaSalle IP, Inc. All rights reserved.
330 Madison Avenue New York, NY 10017
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Gala co-chairs Michael Franco, David Picket, Benjamin Stacks and David Walsh.  
Thank you for your dedication and service to this amazing organization which 
makes a difference in the lives of the most vulnerable in our community.  

We are proud to support Breaking Ground. 

Thank you, 

Kara McShane Chester 
& Hawley Chester  
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Kramer Levin is proud to support 

Breaking Ground

on its 28th Anniversary and congratulates honorees

Jeffrey E. Levine 

and

RuthAnne Visnauskas
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Capital At Work.

T: 646 472 1900   madisonrealtycapital.com

A Fully Integrated Real Estate Private
Equity Firm. Providing Loan Amounts
from $4,000,000 to $50,000,000+
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AFFORDABLE
Housing

Moving

ahead

We proudly support Breaking Ground in its commitment 
to serving New York City and congratulate Jeffrey E. Levine 
and RuthAnne Visnauskas as the 2018 gala honorees.

55 West 46th Street | New York, NY 10036 | 212-940-3000 | housingblog.nixonpeabody.com

Mizuho Americas is proud to support

 Breaking Ground
and its efforts to strengthen  
homes and communities

Congratulations to tonight’s honorees

mizuhoamericas.com

© 2018 Mizuho Financial Group. All rights reserved.
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YOUR FRIENDS AT

We proudly support 
 

Breaking Ground

and

Congratulate the Honorees

for this well deserved recognition
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Breaking Ground extends its 
warmest appreciation to this evening’s 

Benefactor Sponsors: 
Allee King Rosen & Fleming Inc. (AKRF, Inc.) 

Allison & Larry Fehrenbaker  

Artimus Construction 

AM Trust Title 

AvalonBay Communities 

Bank of America Merrill Lynch 

Bank of China 

Boston Properties 

Brookfield Properties 

CGA Capital, LLC 

Chicago Title Insurance Company 

Community Healthcare Network 

Credit Agricole CIB 

First American Title Insurance Company 

The Georgetown Company 

Highgate Holdings 

Hirschen Singer & Epstein LLP 

LANGAN 

Morgan Stanley 

M & T Bank 

Pau Studio 

Richman Housing Resources 

Robert A. M. Stern Architects, LLP 

Rosenberg & Estis, P.C. 

SEBCO Laundry Systems 

SL Green 

Sterling National Bank 

Titlevest 

Winick Realty Group 



Breaking Ground extends its 
warmest appreciation to this evening’s 

Supporter Sponsors: 
ABS Partners Real Estate, LLC 

Alchemy Properties 

Center for Urban Community Services 

Certilman Balin Adler & Hyman, LLP 

CohnReznick 

The Donald and Barbara Zucker Family Foundation 

Gallium Real Estate 

Gould Investors L.P. 

Ingram Yuzek Gainen Carroll &  
Bertolotti LLP 

I-Park 

Jack Resnick & Sons 

The LiRo Group 

Olde Towne Personnel Inc. 

Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP 

Prince Carpentry, Inc. 

REBNY 

TF Cornerstone Inc. 

Wizard Studios 

World Wide Security Network 

Abacus Group, LLC 

AMS Risk Management & 
Consulting, Inc. 

Avison Young 

Bernstein Redo P.C. 

The Blackstone Group 

Enterprise Community Partners, Inc. 

ENV 

G4 Capital Partners 

Low Income Investment Fund 

Norstar 

Robin & Jeffrey Weiss 

Thomas Preti Events to Savor 
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WITH AN ABS DEAL EVERYONE WINS

20 West 22nd Street
Jason Fein 212-400-2357

210 11th Avenue
Audrey Novoa 212-400-6091

200 Park Avenue South
James Caseley 212-400-6075

270 Madison Avenue
Robert Finkelstein 212-400-9525

29 West 38th Street
Charles Conwell 212-400-6088

915 Broadway
James Caseley 212-400-6075

380 Second Avenue
Carol Sacks 212-400-2355

1001 Avenue of The Americas
Alison Miller 212-400-9510

Select Leasing Opportunities

In Honor of

Property owners, tenants and investors value ABS Partners Real Estate’s 
commitment to delivering long term results. Headquartered in Union Square, New 
York City our team of real estate professionals stand ready to serve your needs.

Office & Retail Leasing  Investments  Advisory  Capital Markets  Property Management  Investment Sales
212.400.6060 - www.absre.com

Jeffrey E. Levine, RuthAnne Visnauskas & David L. Picket
for Their Commitment to Affordable Housing for all New Yorkers
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- William James
“Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does. ” 

certilmanbalin.com

Howard Stein and his Partners
proudly support

Philip Silverman and Breaking Ground
for building and restoring lives of homeless New Yorkers,

and we join in honoring
Jeffrey Levine and RuthAnne Visnauskas
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I am happy to support 
Breaking Ground 

The Donald and Barbara 
Zucker Family Foundation 
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Thank you for your great work

Jeff Levine 
and David Picket

Gary DeBode & Archie Gottesman 
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In honor of our friends: 
Jeffrey E.  Levine 

& 
Michael J. Franco 

Thank you for your service and 
commitment to those in need. 

Gould Investors L.P. 
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We are pleased to support 

Breaking Ground 
and Board Member

Phil Silverman
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is proud to support 

Breaking  Ground 
 on the occasion of its  

annual Celebrating Home  

& Community Gala.

We join in congratulating tonight’s honorees  

Jeffrey E. Levine and RuthAnne Visnauskas.   

Thursday, November 1, 2018

1133 Avenue of the Americas | New York, NY 10036 
www.pbwt.com
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1615 Northern Blvd 
Manhasset, NY 11030 
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The Real Estate Board of New York
proudly supports the
BREAKING GROUND 
CELEBRATING HOME & 
COMMUNITY GALA 2018
Congratulations to Gala Honorees:
Jeffrey E. Levine
Chairman,
Douglaston Development, Levine Builders and Clinton 
Management

and

RuthAnne Visnauskas
Commissioner and CEO,
New York State Homes and Community Renewal
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Proud partners with 

since 2004

Congratulations on 

28 years 
of service to New York City

and to the Gala Honorees:
Jeffrey E. Levine

RuthAnne Visnauskas
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NEW YORK • LONDON • LOS ANGELES
www.BXMT.com

AFFORDABLE HOUSING IS  
OUR MISSION.

AND WE’RE IN IT  
FOR GOOD.

For 35 years, we’ve had just one mission: to improve as many lives as possible  
by creating well-designed, affordable homes and connecting people to opportunity.  

We are in it for the long haul. We’re in it for good.

Judith Kende
Vice President & Market Leader, New York
Enterprise Community Partners, Inc. 
212.284.7186 | jkende@enterprisecommunity.org www.enterprisecommunity.org

Enterprise would like to congratulate Jeffrey E. Levine, and  
Commissioner RuthAnne Visnauskas.
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|E|N|V| is a proud 
supporter of 
Breaking Ground’s 
efforts.

Congratulations! 
B R E A K I N G  G R O U N D  2 0 1 8 

H O N O R E E S

A R C H I T E C T U R E            I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N          E N V - T E A M . C O M

T O M M Y  H I L F I G E R
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Contact Us: Kirsten Shaw, Director - Eastern Region | Phone: 212.509.5509 x15 | Email: kshaw@liifund.org 
Ivan Levi, Senior Loan Officer | Phone: 212.509.5509 x29 | Email: ilevi@liifund.org | Website: www.liifund.org 

As a leading national community development financial institution, the Low Income Investment Fund (LIIF) invests capital in low 
income people and communities. We provide acquisition, construction and permanent financing for affordable housing and commu-
nity facilities, as well as New Markets Tax Credits and loans for Inclusionary Preservation projects. We are proud to have wo rked 
with Breaking Ground to preserve affordable housing, stabilize neighborhoods, and bring critical services to all New Yorkers.   

The Low Income Investment Fund  
congratulates Breaking Ground  

on 28 years of providing housing and services for the most 
vulnerable individuals and families.  
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Congratulations on co-chairing the 2018 Celebrating Home & Community Gala. 

You should be very proud of your continued involvement and support of 
Breaking Ground. 

Thanks for making a difference for the homeless in New York City. 

Love, 

Robin and Jeff Weiss 



BerlinRosen Public Affairs  Public Relations 

The Bronzery  Honoree Awards 

Cipriani 42nd Street  Venue 

MetPhoto, Inc.  Printing 

Michael Priest Photography  Photography 

Silent Salesman  Graphic Design 

Star Group Productions  Audio, Visual, Lighting and Staging 

SWOOP  Floral Design & Décor  

Troy Curtis Ensemble  Music 
by On the Move Entertainment   

Breaking Ground extends a very special thank you to 
this evening’s production team and partners: 

And a big thank you to our volunteers! 



BREAKINGGROUND.ORG 




